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CONSPECTUS: Researchers have long been interested in
replicating the reactivity that occurs in photosynthetic
organisms. To mimic the long-lived charge separations
characteristic of the reaction center in photosynthesis,
researchers have applied the Marcus theory to design synthetic
multistep electron-transfer (ET) systems. In this Account, we
describe our recent research on the rational design of ET
control systems, based on models of the photosynthetic
reaction center that rely on the Marcus theory of ET.
The key to obtaining a long-lived charge separation is the
careful choice of electron donors and acceptors that have small reorganization energies of ET. In these cases, the driving force of
back ET is located in the Marcus inverted region, where the lifetime of the charge-separated state lengthens as the driving force of
back ET increases. We chose porphyrins as electron donors and fullerenes as electron acceptors, both of which have small ET
reorganization energies. By linking electron donor porphyrins and electron acceptor fullerenes at appropriate distances, we
achieved charge-separated states with long lifetimes. We could further lengthen the lifetimes of charge-separated states by mixing
a variety of components, such as a terminal electron donor, an electron mediator, and an electron acceptor, mimicking both the
photosynthetic reaction center and the multistep photoinduced ET that occurs there.
However, each step in multistep ET loses a fraction of the initial excitation energy during the long-distance charge separation. To
overcome this drawback in multistep ET systems, we used designed new systems where we could finely control the redox
potentials and the geometry of simple donor−acceptor dyads. These modifications resulted in a small ET reorganization energy
and a high-lying triplet excited state. Our most successful example, 9-mesityl-10-methylacridinium ion (Acr+−Mes), can undergo
a fast photoinduced ET from the mesityl (Mes) moiety to the singlet excited state of the acridinium ion moiety (Acr+) with
extremely slow back ET. The high-energy triplet charge-separated state is located deep in the Marcus inverted region, and we
have detected the structural changes during the photoinduced ET in this system using X-ray crystallography.
To increase the efficiency of both the light-harvesting and photoinduced ET, we assembled the Acr+−Mes dyads on gold
nanoparticles to bring them in closer proximity to one another. We can also incorporate Acr+−Mes molecules within nanosized
mesoporous silica−alumina. In contrast to the densely assembled dyads on gold nanoparticles, each Acr+−Mes molecule in
silica−alumina is isolated in the mesopore, which inhibits the bimolecular back ET and leads to longer lifetimes in solution at
room temperature than the natural photosynthetic reaction center. Acr+−Mes and related compounds act as excellent organic
photocatalysts and facilitate a variety of reactions such as oxygenation, bromination, carbon−carbon bond formation, and
hydrogen evolution reactions.

■ INTRODUCTION
The dependence of electron-transfer (ET) rate constants on
thermodynamic and molecular dynamic parameters has been
well-developed particularly in ET reactions of metal complexes
involving redox active metal centers in light of the Marcus
theory of ET, which provides basic principles to analyze the ET
rate quantitatively.1−3 According to the Marcus theory,1 the
rate constant of nonadiabatic intramolecular ET (kET) is given
by eq 1, where V is the electronic coupling matrix element, h is

the Planck constant, and T is the absolute temperature. In such
a case, the logarithm of the ET rate constant (log kET) is related
parabolically to the ET driving force (negative ET free energy
change) between electron donors and acceptors (−ΔGET), and
the ET reorganization energy (λ), that is, the energy required to
structurally reorganize the donor, acceptor, and their solvation
spheres upon ET. It is now well-recognized that the parabolic
driving force dependence of log kET provides the theoretical
basis for understanding ET processes in photosynthesis which
is indispensable to our life.1−3 There have been a variety of
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excellent approaches to the application of the basic physical and
chemical principles of photosynthesis to artificial systems.4−11

Herein we describe our recent development of rational design
to control ET systems, focusing on models of the photo-
synthetic reaction center in light of the Marcus theory of ET.

Rational Design to Mimic Photosynthetic Reaction Center

The primary step of photosynthesis is photoinduced ET from
the singlet excited state of an electron donor (D) to an electron
acceptor (A) in the D−A system (Figure 1a). The most
important point for efficient energy conversion is to achieve the
charge-separated (CS) state which has a sufficiently long
lifetime for subsequent charge-separation steps in competition
with the charge-recombination (CR) process to the ground
state. According to the Marcus theory (eq 1),1 the log kET value

increases with increasing ET driving force (−ΔGET) as shown
in Figure 1b. When the magnitude of the driving force becomes
the same as the reorganization energy (−ΔGET ∼ λ; Figure 1b),
the reaction rate reaches a maximum and is basically controlled
by the magnitude of electronic coupling (V) between the donor
and acceptor moieties (eq 1). Upon passing this thermody-
namic maximum, the highly exothermic region of the parabola
−ΔGET > λ; Figure 1b) is entered, in which an additional
increase of the driving force results in an actual slow-down of
the reaction rate, due to an increasingly poor vibrational overlap
of the product and reactant wave functions. This highly
exergonic range is generally referred to as the Marcus inverted
region.1−3 In such a case the magnitude of the reorganization
energy is the key parameter to control the ET process. The
smaller the reorganization energy, the faster is the forward

Figure 1. (a) Schematic diagram of photoinduced electron transfer of an electron donor−acceptor (D−A) dyad. (b) Driving force dependence of log
kET with different λ values (for the meaning of λ, see text).

Figure 2. Electron donor−acceptor dyads of porphyrins, 2 and 6; chlorines, 3, 4, and 5; and a bacteriochlorin 1 with the CS lifetimes in PhCN and
Marcus plots for (a) 5, (b) 1−4, and (c) 6.16−19
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photoinduced CS process, but the CR process becomes slower
when the driving force for back ET (−ΔGET) is larger than the
ET reorganization energy (λ) as shown in Figure 1b. Thus, the
CS lifetimes can be finely controlled by the λ value which is
determined by the choice of the D and A pair, the type of
linkage between the donor and acceptor molecules, and also the
solvent. Extensive efforts have so far been made to achieve a
long-lived CS state by tuning these factors.4−13

First, the choice of the donor−acceptor pair is of primary
importance to design the artificial photosynthetic reaction
center. Porphyrins which have highly delocalized π-systems are
suitable for efficient ET because the uptake or release of
electrons is associated with a small reorganization energy with
minimal structural and solvation changes upon ET.14 In the
natural system, reduced porphyrins, namely, chlorins and
bacteriochlorins, are the electron donor pigments of the ET
processes. The number of reduced double bonds in the pyrrole
rings is zero in the case of porphyrins, one in the case of
chlorines, and two diagonal to each other in the case of
bacteriochlorins (see Figure 2 for the structures of various
porphyrinoids).
With the advent of fullerenes, fullerenes have been

considered in general as an electron acceptor with small ET
reorganization energies, which result from the large π-electron
systems together with the rigid and confined structure
composed only of carbon aromatic rings.15 Thus, the
combination of porphyrins- and chlorophyll-like donors with
fullerene acceptors provides ideal donor−acceptor linked
systems to achieve long-lived CS states. In this context, a
series of free-base bacteriochlorin− and zinc chlorin−fullerene
dyads as well as free-base porphyrin− and zinc porphyrin−
fullerene dyads have been designed and synthesized as shown
in Figure 2.16−21

The one-electron reduction potentials (Ered) of linked C60 in
benzonitrile (PhCN) are almost invariant irrespective of the
type of linked macrocyclic ring in 1−5 (Figure 2), whereas the
one-electron oxidation potentials (Eox) for oxidation of the
macrocycles (1−5) are shifted in a negative direction in the

following order: free-base porphyrin > free-base chlorin > zinc
porphyrin > zinc chlorin.16 Accordingly, the free energy change
of ET from zinc chlorin (ZnCh) to C60 in 3−5 (equivalent to
the driving force of the back ET), obtained from the difference
between Eox and Ered, is the smallest among the examined
dyads. In this case, the radical ion pair state (ZnCh•+−C60

•−) in
PhCN is lower in energy (1.33 eV) than both the triplet excited
state of C60 (1.45 eV) and ZnCh (1.36−1.45 eV).16 Thus,
photoinduced ET from the singlet excited state of the ZnCh
(1ZnCh*) to the C60 moiety in the ZnCh−C60 dyad (4) occurs
efficiently in PhCN with a rate constant of 2.4 × 1010 s−1

(lifetime of 1ZnCh*, 41 ps) to produce the CS state (ZnCh•+−
C60

•−) in competition with the intersystem crossing to 3ZnCh*
and energy transfer to produce ZnCh−1C60* and
ZnCh−3C60*.

16 ET from 3ZnCh* to C60 as well as ET from
ZnCh to 1C60* and 3C60* also results in formation of ZnCh•+−
C60

•−. In any case, the CS state (ZnCh•+−C60
•−) has been

detected as a transient absorption spectrum (λmax = 1000 nm
due to C60

•− and 790 nm due to ZnCh•+).16

The CS state (ZnCh•+−C60
•−) decays via back ET to the

ground state rather than to the triplet excited state. The rate
constant of back ET (kBET) was determined from the
disappearance of the absorption band at 790 nm due to
ZnCh•+ of 4 as 9.1 × 103 s−1, which corresponds to the CS
lifetime of 110 μs.16 The CS lifetime is highly sensitive to the
substituents on the porphyrin ring and the type of linkage
between the electron donor and acceptor (Figure 2).17,19

Comparison of the CS lifetime of 6 with that of 4 is particularly
intriguing. The CS energy of 6 is virtually the same as that of 4.
The main difference between 6 and 4 is the linkage length. The
shorter linkage length of 4 than that of 6 results in a decrease in
the solvent ET reorganization energy because of the smaller
space between the donor and acceptor moieties for solvents to
interact with the CS state.17 As shown in Figure 1b, the smaller
the λ value, the faster is the CS rate but slower becomes the CR
rate, leading to the longer CS lifetime of 4 (110 μs) than that of
6 (0.77 μs).17 This effect prevails over the larger V value with
the shorter linkage length which would cause the faster ET rate.

Figure 3. (a) Ferrocene−zinc porphyrin−free-base porphyrin−C60 tetrad (Fc−ZnP−H2P−C60) mimicking multistep charge separation in the
photosynthetic reaction center. (1)−(3) denote the order of multistep electron transfer for the CS process and (4) is the CR process to the ground
state. (b) Ferrocene−(meso,meso-linked porphyrin trimer)−fullerene pentad (Fc−(ZnP)3−C60). Ar = 3,5-Di-tert-butylphenyl.
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The further decrease in the linkage length from 4 to 5 affords
the longer CS lifetime (230 μs).17,19

The much slower CR process than the CS process in the D−
A dyads in Figure 3 allows extension of the dyad systems to
multistep ET systems by connecting additional donor and/or
acceptor molecules to achieve a much longer lived CS state
with a long linkage length between the terminal electron donor
and acceptor.20−22 Thus, a ferrocene−zinc porphyrin−free-base
porphyrin−C60 tetrad (Fc−ZnP−H2P−C60) with the edge-to-
edge distance of Ree = 48.9 Å has been designed and
synthesized as shown in Figure 3a.20

Energy transfer from 1ZnP* (2.04 eV) to H2P (1.89 eV) is
followed by (1) ET from the singlet excited state of free-base
porphyrin (1H2P*) to C60 (see the arrow in Figure 3a). Then,
(2) ET from ZnP to H2P

•+ occurs, followed by (3) the
subsequent ET from Fc to ZnP•+ to yield the final CS state,
Fc+−ZnP−H2P−C60

•− (Figure 3a).20 The lifetime of the
resulting CS state at a long distance in a frozen PhCN has
been determined as long as 0.38 s, and this is comparable to
that observed for the bacterial photosynthetic reaction center,
i.e., the lifetimes (∼ 1 s) of the bacteriochlorophyll dimer
radical cation ((Bchl)2

•+)−secondary quinone radical anion
(QB

•−) ion pair.22 Such an extremely long lifetime of a CS state
could only be determined in frozen media, since in condensed
media bimolecular back ET between two Fc+−ZnP−H2P−
C60

•− occurring at the diffusion-limited rate is much faster than
the unimolecular CR process.20

An additional porphyrin moiety has been incorporated to
construct the ferrocene−meso,meso-linked porphyrin trimer−

fullerene pentad (Fc−(ZnP)3−C60) where the C60 and the
ferrocene (Fc) are tethered at both the ends of (ZnP)3 (Ree =
46.9 Å; Figure 3b).21 The lifetime of the final CS state (0.53 s at
163 K) has been prolonged without lowering the CS efficiency
(Φ = 0.83).21

Rational Design To Achieve Much Longer Lifetime and
Higher Energy Than That of the Natural Photosynthetic
Reaction Center

The slow ET at a long distance has so far been utilized to attain
the long-lived CS state, which is generated by multistep ET
processes of molecular tetrads and pentads (vide supra). The
synthesis of such compounds is extremely time-consuming,
requiring a high cost. Moreover, a significant amount of energy
is lost during the multistep ET processes to reach the final CS
state. Thus, it is highly desired to design simple molecular
dyads which are capable of fast charge separation but slow
charge recombination. According to eq 1, the lifetime of the CS
state of a simple molecular dyad (D−A) would increase with
increasing the energy of the CS state, which corresponds to the
driving force of back ET to the ground state, provided that the
driving force of back ET is larger than the ET reorganization
energy (Marcus inverted region). As mentioned above,
however, the CS state energy should be lower than the triplet
excited state of each component of D−A dyads. Otherwise the
back ET would produce the triplet excited state rather than the
ground state. Thus, we have designed and synthesized an
electron donor−acceptor linked molecule with a small λ value
and a high-lying triplet excited state.23 Acridinium ion is the

Figure 4. (a) Crystal structure of Acr+−Mes. (b) HOMO and (c) LUMO calculated by a DFT method at the B3LYP/6-31G(d) level of theory. (d)
Plot of ln(kBET/T) vs T−1 for the intramolecular BET in Acr•−Mes•+ in PhCN determined by laser flash photolysis (○) and EPR (●)
measurements.
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best candidate for such a purpose, because the λ value for the
electron self-exchange between the acridinium ion and the
corresponding one-electron reduced radical is the smallest (0.3
eV) among the redox active organic compounds.24 An electron
donor moiety (mesityl group) is directly connected at the 9-
position of the acridinium ion to yield 9-mesityl-10-
methylacridinium ion (Acr+−Mes), in which the solvent
reorganization of ET is minimized because the overall charge
(+1) remains the same in the charge-shift ET with a short
linkage between the donor and acceptor moieties.23 The X-ray
crystal structure of Acr+−Mes (Figure 4a) shows that the
mesityl (donor) moiety is completely orthogonal to the
acridinium ion (acceptor) moiety, indicating that there is no
orbital interaction between the donor and acceptor moieties.23

In addition, the density functional theory (DFT) calculation
(B3LYP/6-31G(d) basis set) indicates that the highest
occupied molecular orbital (HOMO) and lowest unoccupied
molecular orbital (LUMO) are localized on the mesityl (donor)
moiety and the acridinium ion (acceptor) moiety, as shown in
Figure 4b,c, respectively.23

Irradiation of a deaerated PhCN solution of Acr+−Mes by
nanosecond laser excitation at 430 nm results in formation of
the ET state (Acr•−Mes•+) via photoinduced ET from the
mesitylene moiety to the singlet excited state of the acridinium
ion moiety (1Acr+*−Mes) in PhCN at 298 K. The quantum
yield of the ET state was determined as high as 98%.23 The
intramolecular back electron transfer (BET) of the ET state was
too slow to compete with the intermolecular back ET reaction
as in the case of Fc+−ZnP−H2P−C60

•− (Figure 3a), since the
decay time profile of Acr•−Mes•+ obeyed second-order
kinetics.23 In contrast, the decay of the ET state obeys first-
order kinetics in PhCN at high temperatures (323−383 K).23

This indicates that the rate of the intramolecular BET of the ET
state becomes much faster than that of the intermolecular BET
at higher temperatures because of the larger activation energy
of the former than the latter as expected by eq 1.23 The
formation of the ET state is also detected by EPR under
photoirradiation of Acr+−Mes in frozen PhCN.23 The
disappearance of the EPR signal intensity obeyed first-order
kinetics. The temperature dependence of the decay rate
constant (kBET) was also examined in frozen PhCN at 203−
243 K.23 The temperature dependence of kBET in frozen PhCN
at 203−243 K (Figure 4d, closed circles) falls on a single linear
line with that in PhCN solution at 333−383 K (Figure 4d, open
circles).23 The CS lifetime is as long as 2 h at 203 K, becoming
virtually infinite at 77 K.23,25

Such a long CS lifetime was questioned particularly in the
case of 9-(1-naphthyl)-10-methylacridinium ion (Acr+−NA),
and the observed transient absorption spectrum in the
microsecond time region was assigned to the locally excited
triplet state due to the Acr+ moiety, because the absorption
band at 700 nm due to NA•+ was not observed.26−28 However,
the long CS lifetime of Acr•−Mes•+ at low temperature resulted
from the triplet ET state rather than the locally excited triplet
state as evidenced by the triplet EPR signal as discussed later.29

It was also demonstrated that the singlet ET state (Acr•−NA•+)
initially formed upon femtosecond laser excitation of Acr+−NA
was converted to the triplet π-dimer radical cation [(Acr•−
NA•+)(Acr+−NA)] via an intermolecular reaction with Acr+−
NA in the microsecond time region, which exhibited a broad
near-IR absorption at 1000 nm due to the π−π* transition of
the dimer as shown in Figure 5a.30,31 Formation of such a π-
dimer radial cation of naphthalene was also observed in

intermolecular photoinduced ET from naphthalene to the
singlet excited state of unsubstituted AcrH+.30 Similarly, the π-
dimer radical cation [(Acr•−Mes•+)(Acr+−Mes)] is observed
as shown in Figure 5b.30 In contrast to the cases of Acr+−NA
and Acr+−Mes, no π-dimer radical cation was observed for
Acr+−Ph in which photoinduced ET from the Ph moiety to the
Acr+ moiety does not occur at all (Figure 5c).30 The acridinium
ion moiety can be replaced by a quinolinium ion in 2-phenyl-4-
(1-naphthyl)quinolinium ion (QuPh+−NA), which also
afforded the π-dimer radical cation [(QuPh•−NA•+)(QuPh+−
NA)] of the ET state with a long lifetime.31

The long lifetime of the ET state of Acr+−Mes has allowed
us to observe the structural change in the Acr+−Mes(ClO4

−)
crystal upon photoinduced ET directly by using laser pump and
X-ray probe crystallographic analysis (Figure 6).32 Upon
photoexcitation of the crystal of Acr+−Mes(ClO4

−), the N-
methyl group of the Acr+ moiety was bent and its bending angle
was 10.3(16)° when the N-methyl carbon moved 0.27(4) Å
away from the mean plane of the ring as shown in Figure 6.32

This bending is caused by the photoinduced ET from the Mes
moiety to the Acr+ moiety to produce Acr•−Mes•+, because the
sp2 carbon of the N-methyl group of Acr+ is changed to the sp3

carbon in the one-electron reduced state (Acr•).32 The bending
of the N-methyl group by photoexcitation was accompanied by
the rotation and movement of the ClO4

− by the electrostatic
interaction with the Mes•+ moiety (Figure 6).32 Thus, the
observed bending of the N-methyl group and the movement of
ClO4

− provide strong evidence for the generation of the ET
state of Acr+−Mes upon photoexcitation. In contrast to the case
of Acr+−Mes, no geometrical difference was observed upon
photoexcitation of Acr+−Ph, which does not afford the ET
state.32

Immobilization of Electron Donor−Acceptor Dyads
As previously described, photoexcitation of Acr+−Mes affords
the long-lived ET state (Acr•−Mes•+), which forms the π-dimer
radical cation by an intermolecular reaction with Acr+−Mes. In
addition, intermolecular BET between the π-dimer radical

Figure 5. Transient absorption spectra of (a) Acr+−NA (5.0 × 10−5

M), (b) Acr+−Mes (2.0 × 10−5 M), and (c) Acr+−Ph (2.0 × 10−5 M)
in deaerated MeCN taken at 2.0 μs for a and 4.8 μs for both b and c
after nanosecond laser excitation at 355 nm.
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cations occurs in solution. In the natural photosynthesis, the
photosynthetic reaction center is immobilized in chloroplast
thylakoid membrane protein environments. Thus, it is
interesting to immobilize Acr+−Mes molecules.
First, Acr+−Mes molecules were assembled on gold nano-

particles, by preparing 9-mesitylacridinium ion−monolayer-
protected gold nanoclusters (Mes−Acr+−PhS−AuC) as shown
in Scheme 1.33 Carboxyl-terminated Mes−Acr+−COOH was
directly coupled to 4-mercaptophenol-functionalized Au nano-
clusters (PhS−AuC) in the presence of N,N′-diisopropylcarbo-
diimide (DIPC) and 4-(N,N-dimethylamino)pyridinium-4-
toluenesulfonate (DPTS) as the standard coupling agents.33

The mean diameter of the Au core was determined to be 1.7 ±
0.3 nm by transmission electron microscopy (TEM).33 The
amount of Mes−Acr+ was determined to be 58 molecules per

AuC (75% coverage) based on integration of the 1H NMR
signals due to the Mes−Acr+ moiety.33
Femtosecond transient absorption spectroscopy of Mes−

Acr+−PhS−AuC with excitation at 420 nm revealed very rapid
formation of π-dimer radical cation of the ET state of Mes−
Acr+ (Mes•+−Acr•−PhS−AuC) with neighboring Mes−Acr+ as
indicated by the broad transient near-IR band observed at 10 ps
(Figure 7).33 This indicates that the close proximity of Mes−

Acr+ molecules on AuC makes it possible to form the π-dimer
radical cation via an intramolecular π−π interaction upon
photoinduced ET from the Mes moiety to the singlet excited
state of the Acr+ moiety. In the case of the reference compound
(Mes−Acr+−COOPh), the transient absorption band at 490
nm due to the ET state of Mes−Acr+−COOPh (Mes•+−Acr•−
COOPh) is observed at 10 ps, whereas there is no transient
absorption band in the near-IR region as shown in Figure 7.33

However, the broad near-IR band appeared at 10 μs in
nanosecond laser flash photolysis measurements. This indicates
that the π-dimer radical cation of Mes•+−Acr•−COOPh with
Mes−Acr+−COOPh is formed by the intermolecular reaction,

Figure 6. (a) Drawing of the reaction cavity (greenish-blue area):
(left) drawing around the N-methyl group, with numbers indicating
the volumes of the divided cavity formed by the yellow dotted line;
(right) drawing around ClO4

−. (b) Cooperative photoinduced
geometrical changes. Fragments of the ground and ET state molecules
are colored greenish-yellow and red, respectively. The red dashed line
indicates the suggested Mes•+···ClO4

− electrostatic interaction.

Scheme 1

Figure 7. Transient absorption spectra observed in femtosecond laser
flash photolysis (λex = 420 nm) of (a) Mes−Acr+−PhS−AuC at 1, 2, 3,
and 500 ps and (b) Mes−Acr+−COOPh at 10 and 500 ps in MeCN at
298 K.
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in sharp contrast to intramolecular formation of the π-dimer
radical cation at 1 ps in Figure 7.33

Immobilization of Acr+−Mes has also been achieved by
incorporating Acr+−Mes cation into nanosized mesoporous
silica−alumina (AlMCM-41), which has cation exchange sites
to obtain a nanocomposite (Acr+−Mes@AlMCM-41).29 The
shape and size of nanosized AlMCM-41 were controlled by
changing the preparation conditions as shown in Figure 8,
where TEM images reveal a tubular or rodlike (tAlMCM-41)
morphology in the diameter of 50−100 nm with the length of
0.2−2 μm array (part a) and also a sphere morphology
(sAlMCM-41, part b).29 The X-ray powder pattern of
tAlMCM-41 exhibited a well-resolved pattern with a prominent
peak (100) observed at ca. 2θ = 2.56°, indicating a highly
ordered material with a hexagonal array.29 Uniform channels
with ca. 4 nm in diameter exist in a tube. Because the Acr+−
Mes molecular size is small enough as compared with the pore
size of mesoporous silica with its diameter of more than 3 nm,
cation exchange with Acr+−Mes occurs spontaneously upon
mixing Na+-exchanged AlMCM-41 with Acr+−Mes in acetoni-
trile.29 The cation exchange percentages of tAlMCM-41 and
sAlMCM-41 by Acr+−Mes were determined to be 16% and
18%, respectively.29 The incorporated Acr+−Mes into AlMCM-
41 was stable without leaching out in acetonitrile at room
temperature.
Upon photoexcitation of Acr+−Mes@tAlMCM-41 sus-

pended in MeCN, photoinduced ET form the Mes moiety to
the singlet excited state of the Acr+ moiety occurred within 10
ps to produce the ET state as detected by laser flash photolysis

and electron paramagnetic resonance (EPR) measurements.29

In contrast to the case in solution (vide supra), no π-dimer
radical cation was formed because each Acr+−Mes molecule is
isolated inside AlMCM-41.29 The lifetime of the ET state of
Acr+−Mes@tAlMCM-41 suspended in acetonitrile was deter-
mined to be 2.3 s at 198 K, which is much longer than that in
solution because of the inhibition of bimolecular BET in
AlMCM-41 as illustrated in Figure 8.29 Thus, incorporation of a
simple electron donor−acceptor dyad into AlMCM-41 has
made it possible to elongate the lifetime of the charge-separated
state, which is longer than that of the bacterial photosynthetic
reaction center (1 s).22 The triplet ET state of Acr•−Mes•+@
tAlMCM-41 was detected by an EPR spectrum measured at 4
K, which exhibited the fine structure together with a strong
sharp signal at g = 4.0.29 The distance between two electron
spins was determined from the zero-field splitting parameters to
be 7.7 Å, which agrees with the expected distance of 7.2 Å
between an sp2 carbon atom at the 4-position of the mesityl
moiety and sp2 carbon atoms at the 3- and 6-positions of the
acridinyl moiety.29 Polycondensation of Acr+−Mes-bridged
organosilane in the presence of a nonionic surfactant is also
reported to yield a mesostructured organosilica solid with a
functional framework that exhibited long-lived photoinduced
charge separation.34

Photocatalysis of Long-Lived CS States

Since the long-lived ET state of Acr+−Mes has the ability not
only to oxidize an external electron donor but also to reduce an
external electron acceptor, the photoirradiation of Acr+−Mes in

Figure 8. TEM images of (a) tAlMCM-41 and (b) sAlMCM-41 (the high-resolution image of tAlMCM-41 is inserted in a). (c) Reaction scheme of
photocatalytic oxygenation of p-xylene with Acr+−Mes and [(tmpa)CuII]2+ incorporated into sAlMCM-41.
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the presence of D and A results in formation of the radical
cation (D•+) and radical anion (A•−) at the same time,
provided that the one-electron oxidation potential of D is less
positive than the one-electron reduction potential of Acr•−
Mes•+ (Ered = 1.88 V vs SCE) and that the one-electron
reduction potential of A is more positive than the oxidation
potential of Acr•−Mes•+ (Eox = −0.49 V vs SCE).23,35

Benniston et al. reported the photooxidation of the Mes
moiety of Acr+−Mes by oxygen.36 However, even after 12 h
photoirradiation of Acr+−Mes with white light, only a small
portion of Acr+−Mes was oxidized by oxygen.36 This indicates
that Acr+−Mes is rather photostable even in the presence of
oxygen and that Acr+−Mes can be used as an efficient organic
photocatalyst.36 Thus, formation of reactive radical cations and
radical anions at the same time has enabled us and other groups
to develop a variety of photocatalytic reactions with Acr+−
Mes.35,37−42 It should be emphasized that the locally exited
triplet state of Acr+−Mes26−28 would have no ability to reduce
electron acceptors or to oxidize electron donors which have
oxidation potentials higher than 1.4 V vs SCE. For example,
visible light irradiation of the absorption band of Acr+−Mes in
an O2-saturated acetonitrile (MeCN) solution containing
tetraphenylethylene (TPE) results in formation of both
TPE•+ and O2

•−, which are coupled by efficient 2 + 2
cycloaddition to yield the dioxetane (Scheme 2), which could

be obtained by the reaction of TPE with singlet oxygen,
because singlet oxygen can react with only electron-rich
alkenes.43 When TPE was replaced by anthracene, 4 + 2
cycloaddition between anthracene radical cation and O2

•−

occurred efficiently to yield the corresponding endoperoxide
(9,10-epidioxyanthracene).44

Selective photocatalytic oxygenation of p-xylene by O2 to
yield p-tolualdehyde and H2O2 at room temperature was made
possible by using Acr+−Mes as an organic photocatalyst.45 No
further oxygenated product, p-toluic acid or p-phthaladehyde,
was produced during the photocatalytic reaction, because the
Mes•+ moiety cannot oxidize p-tolualdehyde.45 On the other
hand, O2

•− undergoes the disproportionation with proton to
yield H2O2 and O2.

45 The composite photocatalyst composed
of Acr+−Mes@sAlMCM-41 (vide supra) and [{tris(2-
pyridylmethyl)amine}CuII]2+ ([(tmpa)CuII]2+) exhibited the
highest catalytic activity and durability in the photocatalytic
oxygenation of p-xylene with O2.

33

Acr+−Mes can also act as an excellent organic photocatalyst
for the oxidative bromination of aromatic compounds with HBr
and O2 (eq 2) at room temperature via addition of bromide

anion to radical cations of aromatic compounds produced by
ET from aromatic compounds to the Mes•+ moiety of Acr•−
Mes•+.46 Efficient photocatalytic hydrogen evolution was also
made possible using NADH and oxalic acids as electron donors
and Acr+−Mes or QuPh+−NA as an organic catalyst with metal
nanoparticles as hydrogen evolution catalysts.47,48

■ CONCLUSION AND PERSPECTIVE
Efficient multistep ET systems have been designed using
suitable components based on the Marcus theory of ET to
mimic the function of the photosynthetic reaction center.
Rational design of simple molecular dyads capable of fast CS
but extremely slow CR has significant advantages with regard to
synthetic feasibility, providing a variety of applications in
particular for development of efficient organic photocatalysts
for oxygenation of substrates and hydrogen evolution from
electron donors with metal nanoparticles. The incorporation of
organic catalysts into nanosized mesoporous silica−alumina has
enabled improvement of the photocatalytic reactivity and the
durability. Such composite photocatalysts will be further
combined with water-reduction and -oxidation catalysts as
well as O2-reduciton catalysts.
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